Pickens School District
1348 Griffin Mill Road
Easley, SC 29640

I
Grades PK-12
Enrollment 16,052 Students
Superintendent Dr. Mendel H. Stewart 864-855-8150

Board Chair Mrs. Shirley Jones 864-855-1459

Fiscal Authority  District Board/Referendum

outh Carolina

2005

GOOD |

Absolute Ratings of Districts with Students like Ours
Excellent Good Average Below Average Unsatisfactory
1 8 0 0 0

UNSATISFACTORY |

ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS YES |

This district met 33 out of 33 objectives. The objectives included performance
and participation of students in various groups.

Definition: As required by the United States Department of Education, Adequate Yearly Progress
specifies that the statewide target is met for All Students and for the following subgroups: Racial/Ethnic,
Subsidized Meals, Disability, and Limited English Proficiency.

—

SOUTH CAROLINA PERFORMANCE GOAL

\ By 2010, South Carolina’s student achievement will be ranked in the top half of the states

nationally. To achieve this goal, we must become one of the fastest improving systems in the
country.

www.myscschools.com
www.sceoc.org




Pickens School District 3901999
PERFORMANCE TRENDS OVER 4-YEAR PERIOD

Absolute Rating Improvement Rating Adequate Yearly Progress
2002 Good Average N/A
2003 Excellent Good No
2004 Excellent Excellent Yes
2005 Good Unsatisfactory Yes

DEFINITIONS OF DISTRICT RATING TERMS

=Excellent - District performance substantially exceeds the standards for progress toward the 2010 SC
Performance Goal

=Good - District performance exceeds the standards for progress toward the 2010 SC Performance Goal

=Average - District performance meets the standards for progress toward the 2010 SC Performance Goal

=Below Average - District is in jeopardy of not meeting the standards for progress toward the 2010 SC
Performance Goal

=Unsatisfactory - District performance fails to meet the standards for progress toward the 2010 SC Performance
Goal

PERCENT OF STUDENT RECORDS MATCHED FOR PURPOSES OF COMPUTING IMPROVEMENT RATING

Percent of students tested in 2004-05 whose 2003-04 test scores were located. 97.3%
PALMETTO ACHIEVEMENT CHALLENGE TESTS (PACT)
English/Lanquage Arts Mathematics Science Social Studies
Our District

Districts with Students like Ours

Definition of Critical Terms

- Advanced Very high score; very well prepared to work at next grade level; exceeded expectations
- Proficient Well prepared to work at next grade level; met expectations
|:| Basic Met standards; minimally prepared, can go to next grade level

|:| Below Basic  Did not meet standards; must have an academic assistance plan; the local board policy
determines progress to the next grade level

HIGH SCHOOL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (HSAP) EXAM PASSAGE RATE: SECOND YEAR STUDENTS

Our District Districts with Students like Ours
Percent 2004 2005 2006 2004 2005 2006
Passed both subtests 83.4 81.6 N/A 81.0 76.6 N/A
Passed 1 subtest 10.0 11.0 N/A 10.0 12.0 N/A
Passed no subtests 6.6 74 N/A 8.9 11.3 N/A
Percent of Our District Districts with
Students like Ours

Seniors eligible for LIFE Scholarships at four-year institutions* 29.7 20.5

Seniors who met the SAT/ACT requirement 30.7 211

Seniors who met the grade point average 58.8 58.5

*Using only the SAT/ACT and grade point average requirements

Abbreviations for Missing Data
N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available  N/C Not Collected  N/R Not Reported  I/S Insufficient Sample



Pickens School District 3901999

PACT PERFORMANCE BY GROUP

English/Language Arts

Al Students 7571 | 998 | 197 | 397 | 337 [ 69 [ 405 |

Gender

Male 3,871 99.8 245 414 29.3 438 341
Female 3,700 99.9 14.7 38.0 38.2 . 47.3
Racial/Ethnic Group

White 6,621 100.0 18.4 39.5 34.8 7.3 421
African American 682 99.7 31.8 443 21.7 2.2 239
Asian/Pacific Islander 58 | 100.0 8.0 20.0 52.0 20.0 72.0
Hispanic 185 98.9 29.6 36.8 30.9 2.6 33.6
American Indian/Alaskan 15 [ 100.0 30.0 30.0 20.0 20.0 40.0
Disability Status

Not Disabled 6,541 99.9 14.3 404 37.8 7.5 454
Disabled 1,030 99.4 55.6 354 6.5 2.5 9.0
Migrant Status

Migrant N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Non-Migrant 7,571 99.8 19.7 39.7 33.7 6.9 40.5

English Proficiency
Limited English Proficient 120 98.3 424 38.0 18.5 1.1 19.6
Non-Limited English Proficient | 7,451 99.8 19.4 39.8 33.9 6.9 40.8
Socio-Economic Status

Subsidized meals 3,164 99.6 29.8 4.7 229 25 255
Full-pay meals 1,331 100.0 12.9 36.4 40.9 9.8 50.7
Mathematics

All Students | 7571 [ 1000 | 199 | 422 [ 221 [ 159 | 38.0
Gender

Male 3,871 100.0 214 41.0 215 16.1 37.6
Female 3,700 | 100.0 18.0 435 22.7 15.6 38.3
White 6,621 100.0 18.3 41.8 23.0 16.9 39.9
African American 682 | 100.0 35.1 477 12.5 47 17.2
Asian/Pacific Islander 58 | 100.0 4.0 16.0 24.0 56.0 80.0
Hispanic 185 99.5 27.3 448 20.1 7.8 279
American Indian/Alaskan 15 | 100.0 40.0 0.0 40.0 20.0 60.0
Not Disabled 6,541 100.0 15.2 427 245 17.7 422
Disabled 1,030 99.8 50.6 39.0 6.3 4.2 10.4
Migrant N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Non-Migrant 7,571 100.0 19.9 42.2 22.1 15.9 38.0

English Proficiency
Limited English Proficient 120 99.2 34.0 37.2 18.1 10.6 28.7
Non-Limited English Proficient | 7,451 100.0 19.7 42.2 22.1 15.9 38.1
Socio-Economic Status
Subsidized meals 3,164 99.9 30.3 457 16.6 7.4 239
Full-pay meals 4,407 | 100.0 12.8 39.8 25.8 216 474

Abbreviations for Missing Data
N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available  N/C Not Collected ~ N/R Not Reported  I/S Insufficient Sample



Pickens School District 3901999

PACT PERFORMANCE BY GROUP

Science

Al Students 7569 [ 1000 | 310 | 361 | 174 [ 155 [ 329 |

Male 3,871 99.9 31.3 344 17.3 17.0 342
Female 3,698 | 100.0 30.7 37.8 . . 315
Racial/Ethnic Group

White 6,619 99.9 28.6 36.4 18.5 16.5 35.0
African American 682 100.0 53.9 33.6 8.4 4.1 12.5
Asian/Pacific Islander 58 | 100.0 6.0 26.0 10.0 58.0 68.0
Hispanic 185 99.5 45.8 35.9 10.5 7.8 18.3
American Indian/Alaskan 15 [ 100.0 30.0 20.0 30.0 20.0 50.0
Disability Status

Not Disabled 6,539 [ 100.0 26.2 374 19.1 17.3 36.4
Disabled 1,030 99.8 62.8 275 6.1 3.7 9.7
Migrant Status

Migrant N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Non-Migrant 7,569 | 100.0 31.0 36.1 174 15.5 32.9
Limited English Proficient 120 99.2 55.9 28.0 8.6 7.5 16.1

Non-Limited English Proficient | 7,449 | 100.0 30.7 36.2 17.5 15.6 33.1
Socio-Economic Status

Subsidized meals 3,163 99.9 44.9 36.3 12.6 6.2 18.8
Full-pay meals 4,406 | 100.0 217 35.9 20.7 218 424
Social Studies
All Students | 7,568 [ 1000 | 240 | 409 [ 187 [ 165 [ 351
Male 3,870 99.9 24.6 39.0 18.8 17.6 36.4
Female 3,698 | 100.0 23.3 42.9 18.5 15.3 33.8
White 6,618 | 100.0 228 40.2 19.7 17.3 36.9
African American 682 | 100.0 36.3 47.2 11.1 5.4 16.4
Asian/Pacific Islander 58 | 100.0 4.0 22.0 14.0 60.0 74.0
Hispanic 185 99.5 28.8 46.4 11.1 13.7 24.8
American Indian/Alaskan 15 [ 100.0 10.0 30.0 20.0 40.0 60.0
Not Disabled 6,538 | 100.0 19.8 415 20.5 18.2 38.7
Disabled 1,030 99.8 51.2 36.9 6.8 5.1 11.9
Migrant N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Non-Migrant 7,568 | 100.0 24.0 40.9 18.7 16.5 35.1
Limited English Proficient 120 99.2 31.2 452 11.8 11.8 23.7
Non-Limited English Proficient | 7,448 | 100.0 23.9 40.8 18.8 16.5 35.3
Subsidized meals 3,163 99.9 36.7 426 134 7.3 20.7
Full-pay meals 4,405 | 100.0 15.4 39.7 222 227 449

Abbreviations for Missing Data
N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available  N/C Not Collected ~ N/R Not Reported  I/S Insufficient Sample



Pickens School District

PACT PERFOMANCE BY GRADE LEVEL

English/Language Arts

3 1,195 99.7 10.2 28.5 47.7 13.6 61.2
4 1,221 99.7 18.9 39.6 38.7 2.8 415
5 1,280 99.8 14.4 49.8 33.8 2.0 35.8
6 1,343 99.9 33.2 345 26.9 54 323
7 1,332 100.0 25.2 452 24.6 5.0 29.6
. 8 1,261 99.9 23.1 46.2 26.5 42 30.7
- 8 1,227 99.8 8.7 25.2 52.6 13.5 66.1
4 1,209 99.8 14.8 40.7 40.3 43 44.6
5 1,219 99.9 18.8 444 33.6 3.2 36.8
6 1,277 99.9 294 39.6 251 5.8 30.9
7 1,353 99.6 26.2 46.8 22.7 43 27.0
8 1,286 99.9 19.3 414 30.0 9.3 39.3
I 3 1,195 99.8 11.7 46.6 29.5 121 41.6
4 1,221 99.9 16.2 42.9 22.6 18.3 40.9
5 1,280 100.0 18.5 422 23.0 16.3 39.3
6 1,343 99.9 22.0 36.8 22.7 18.5 41.2
7 1,332 100.0 25.3 425 15.8 16.4 322
. 8 1,261 99.9 29.7 44.0 15.4 11.0 26.4
- & 1,227 99.9 10.9 51.7 24.3 13.0 37.3
4 1,209 100.0 13.7 36.7 314 18.2 49.6
5 1,219 100.0 20.3 441 18.3 17.3 35.6
6 1,277 100.0 18.8 40.0 25.0 16.2 41.2
7 1,353 99.8 25.0 39.2 171 18.6 35.7
8 1,286 100.0 29.3 42.3 17.6 10.8 284
I 3
4
5
6
7
8
o
l 8 1,227 99.9 26.2 42.7 23.1 8.0 311
4 1,208 100.0 26.4 36.0 22.9 14.6 375
5 1,219 100.0 347 31.3 131 20.9 34.0
6 1,277 100.0 333 35.0 16.0 15.7 31.7
7 1,352 99.8 32.8 36.1 15.5 15.6 311
8 1,286 100.0 32.7 35.8 14.2 17.3 315
Social Studies
[ ] 3
4
5
6
7
—_—
—
- 3 1,227 99.9 10.8 44.8 26.6 17.8 445
4 1,208 100.0 17.0 471 22.7 13.3 36.0
5 1,219 100.0 28.7 38.9 14.4 18.1 324
6 1,277 100.0 24.6 36.6 17.9 20.9 38.8
7 1,352 99.8 36.5 39.1 13.3 11.0 244
| 8 1,285 100.0 25.0 39.7 18.0 17.3 35.3

SCHOOLS IN “SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT STATUS”

These schools will be reported in a separate document.
DEFINITION OF SCHOOLS IN “SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT STATUS”
Title | schools that fail to make adequate yearly progress for two consecutive years

Abbreviations for Missing Data

N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available  N/C Not Collected ~ N/R Not Reported  I/S Insufficient Sample



Pickens School District 3901999
HSAP PERFORMANCE BY GROUP

English/Language Arts

1,236

All Students

Male 608 99.5 10.1 26.8 29.7 334 63.1
Female 628 99.8 54 21.8 34.2 38.6 72.8
Racial/Ethnic Group
White 1,073 99.8 6.1 23.1 32.1 38.7 70.8
African American 123 98.4 21.9 377 28.9 114 40.3
Asian/Pacific Islander 12 | 100.0 N/A N/A 25.0 75.0 | 100.0
Hispanic 24 | 100.0 13.6 227 455 18.2 63.7
American Indian/Alaskan 4 IS IS IS IS IS IS
Disability Status
Not Disabled 1,072 99.6 2.6 218 34.6 41.0 75.6
Disabled 164 | 100.0 422 40.3 14.3 3.2 17.5
Migrant Status
Migrant 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Non-Migrant 1,236 99.7 7.7 24.2 320 36.1 68.1
Limited English Proficient 9 IS I1S IS I1S I1S IS
Non-Limited English Proficient | 1,227 99.7 7.6 24.1 321 36.2 68.3
Subsidized meals 353 99.7 16.7 377 30.4 15.2 45.6
Full-pay meals 883 99.7 43 19.1 326 441 76.7
Mathematics
All Students
Male 608 99.3 16.5 241 29.7 29.7 59.4
Female 628 | 100.0 14.8 28.0 30.5 26.7 57.2
White 1,073 99.8 13.1 25.9 31.3 29.6 60.9
African American 123 98.4 39.5 27.2 19.3 14.0 33.3
Asian/Pacific Islander 12 | 100.0 N/A 8.3 25.0 66.7 91.7
Hispanic 24 | 100.0 18.2 40.9 27.3 13.6 40.9
American Indian/Alaskan 4 IS IS IS IS IS IS
Not Disabled 1,072 99.7 94 26.1 32.8 31.8 64.6
Disabled 164 99.4 58.2 26.1 11.8 39 15.7
Migrant 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Non-Migrant 1,236 99.7 15.6 26.1 32.0 28.2 58.3
Limited English Proficient 9 IS IS IIS IIS IIS IS
Non-Limited English Proficient | 1,227 99.7 15.6 25.9 30.2 28.3 58.5
Subsidized meals 353 99.4 30.8 317 30.4 10.4 375
Full-pay meals 883 99.8 9.9 239 31.2 35.0 66.2

Abbreviations for Missing Data
N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available  N/C Not Collected ~ N/R Not Reported  I/S Insufficient Sample



Pickens School District 3901999

PERFORMANCE BY STUDENT GROUPS

Exit Exam Passage Eligibility for LIFE
Rate by Spring 2005 Scholarship*

Graduation Rate

Met Stat
ENEN EREN ENENEE

All students 930 97.2% 798 29.7% 984  77.8%

Male 446 97.1% 395 25.1% 498  75.1%
Female 484 97.3% 403 34.2% 486 80.7%
Racial/Ethnic Group

White 842 97.5% 721 31.2% 882 78.5%
African American 59 93.2% 52 5.8% 74 T71.6%
Asian/Pacific Islander 13 100.0% 7 IIS 1M1 727%
Hispanic 15 93.3% 14 14.3% 17 76.5%
American Indian/Alaskan 1 IS 0 NA N/A N/A
Not disabled 849 97.6% 750 31.6% 862 82.8%
Disabilities other than speech 81 92.6% 48  0.0% 122 42.6%
Migrant Status

Migrant N/A N/A 0 NA N/A N/A
Non-migrant 930 97.2% 798 29.7% N/A N/A
Limited English proficient 4 IIS 5 IIS 8 IIS
Non-LEP 926 97.3% 793 29.9% 976  78.2%
Subsidized meals 171 92.4% 107 11.2% 226 55.3%
Full-pay meals 759 98.3% 691 32.6% 758  84.6%

* Using only the SAT/ACT and grade point average requirements
n = number of students on which percentage is calculated

EXAM PASSAGE RATE BY SPRING 2005

Our District Districts with Students like Ours
Percent 97.2% 96.3%

Our District Districts with Students like Ours
Number of Students 984 993
Number of Diplomas 766 793
Rate 77.8% 81.8%

2004-05 COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TESTS

w

AT Verbal Math Total

District ~ 519 524 519 525 1038 1049
State 491 494 495 499 986 993
Nation 508 508 518 520 1026 1028

CT English Math Reading Science Total

District 225 222 217 217 28 228 219 218 223 223
State 188 188 191 193 19.0 196 193 193 193 194
Nation 204 204 207 207 213 213 209 209 209 209

>

Abbreviations for Missing Data
N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available  N/C Not Collected ~ N/R Not Reported  I/S Insufficient Sample



Pickens School District 3901999
DISTRICT PROFILE

Districts

Our  Change from . Median
District  Last Year with Stadents  pistrict
First graders who attended full-day kindergarten 97.2%  Up from 94.6% 97.8% 98.6%
Retention rate 41% No change 3.4% 5.4%
Attendance rate 96.0%  Down from 96.2% 96.0% 95.9%
Students with disabilities other than speech taking PACT 3.4% Down from 5.2% 3.7% 4.9%
(ELA) off grade level
Students with disabilities other than speech taking PACT 3.1% Down from 4.6% 3.1% 4.4%
(Math) off grade level
Eligible for gifted and talented 18.1% Up from 16.9% 16.7% 10.9%
On academic plans N/AV  N/AV N/A N/AV
On academic probation N/AV  N/AV N/A N/AV
With disabilities other than speech 10.9%  Down from 11.5% 9.8% 11.2%
Older than usual for grade 3.8% Upfrom3.7% 2.7% 5.1%
Out-of-school suspensions or expulsions for violent &/or 1.2%  Up from 0.9% 1.2% 1.2%
criminal offenses
Enrolled in AP/IB programs 19.8% Upfrom 19.7% 16.4% 9.7%
Successful on AP/IB exams 64.1% Up from 59.3% 62.7% 51.2%
Enrolled in adult education GED or diploma programs 2295  Up from 569 168 158
Completions in adult education GED or diploma programs 113 Down from 127 56 37
Annual dropout rate 5.5% Up from 4.1% 2.4% 2.9%
Teachers with advanced degrees 58.3%  Up from 55.4% 57.6% 51.4%
Continuing contract teachers 84.9% Down from 92.8% 82.2% 81.0%
Highly qualified teachers 93.4%  Down from 95.3% 93.0% 92.0%
Teachers with emergency or provisional certificates 1.7% Upfrom 1.1% 3.1% 5.1%
Teachers returning from previous year 93.7%  Down from 94.0% 92.1% 90.0%
Teacher attendance rate 95.4%  Down from 95.8% 95.2% 95.0%
Average teacher salary $43,299 Up2.5% $43,299 $41,286
Vacancies for more than nine weeks 0.2% Up from 0.1% 0.1% 0.4%
Prof. development days/teacher 16.3days Up from 11.4 days 142days  14.9days
Superintendent’s years at district 50 Upfrom4.0 3.0 4.0
Student-teacher ratio in core subjects 22.7to1 Down from 26.0to 1 227101 206to01
Prime instructional time 89.7%  Down from 90.8% 90.0% 89.2%
Dollars spent per pupil* $6,457 Up 0.3% $6,973 $7,434
Percent of expenditures for teacher salaries® 58.0%  Down from 59.1% 58.0% 54.5%
Opportunities in the arts Excellent  No change Excellent Excellent
Parents attending conferences 95.6%  Down from 99.8% 99.0% 97.0%
Number of schools 25 Nochange 14 8
Number of magnet schools 0 Nochange 0 0
Number of charter schools 0 Nochange 0 0
Number of alternative schools 0 Nochange 0 0
Portable classrooms 8.0% Down from 9.7% 6.3% 4.2%
Average age in years of school facilities 30 Upfrom29 19 27
Number of schools with SACS accreditation 25 No change 13 8
Average administrator salary $67,841 Up2.2% $70,416 $68,699
* Prior year audited financial data are reported.
Our District State
Highly qualified teachers in low poverty schools 92.1% 89.4%
Highly qualified teachers in high poverty schools N/A 90.1%
State Objective Met State Objective
Highly qualified teachers 65.0% Yes
Student attendance rate 95.3% Yes

Abbreviations for Missing Data
N/A Not Applicable  N/AV Not Available  N/C Not Collected  N/R Not Reported  I/S Insufficient Sample



Pickens School District 3901999
SCHOOL DISTRICT GOVERNANCE

Board Membership 6 trustees elected to single-member seats, 3
trustees elected to at-large seats
Fiscal Authority District Board/Referendum

Average Number of Hours of Training Annually 20.0 per board member
Percent New Trustees Completing Orientation N/A

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

With more than 16,000 students, the School District of Pickens County is South
Carolina’s 11th largest district. Schools, students and staff are recognized for
outstanding achievements in academics, fine arts, extracurricular activities, and
athletics. The 2004-2005 school year brought additional recognition to the
district.

SDPC high school seniors scored an average of 1038 on the SAT, ranking 12
points above the national average. The district also ranked above the national
average and first among South Carolina districts on the ACT. PACT scores
were above the state average in every subject and every grade in percent
meeting standard. 9 schools were named Palmetto Gold, and 3 were named
Palmetto Silver. 5 elementary schools were recognized by the EOC for closing
the achievement gap among ethnic and socioeconomic student groups. 2
elementary schools were named Red Carpet Schools. 12 teachers earned
National Board certification, bringing the district's total to 89. The district was
awarded the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting by
the Government Finance Officers Association for the 2004 SDPC
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR).

SDPC implemented several innovations. Instructional coaches were added in all
elementary and middle schools. Edutest, a computer-based diagnostic testing
program, and Achieve Now!, the curriculum component, became regular tools to
improve student achievement in elementary and middle schools. Ascriptica, an
online registration and recording process for staff development, was also
implemented. Easley High and Pickens High used a $699,000 grant to
implement Smaller Learning Communities programs.

To ensure quality teaching and learning in all classes, the district recruited top
teachers and provided standards-based, scientifically-researched professional
development opportunities for all employees. The district also worked with both
professionals and paraprofessionals to make sure they became highly qualified
under NCLB.

A focus on facility improvements continued. The move into the new and
renovated areas of East End Elementary was completed, and planning for
further improvements began. After principals and board members provided input
into needs, an architectural and construction management firm was hired to
present a plan for improving facilities in the immediate future.

| am very proud to serve as superintendent of this district. We have tremendous
support from the school board, parents, community members and business
leaders; they place a high value on education in Pickens County. Thank you for
your support and your efforts to provide the best education possible for our
students.

Mendel H. Stewart, Ed.D., Superintendent
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